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Broadway Musical ANNIE to open Summer Arts Festival
(SPRINGFIELD, OH) – The Springfield Arts Council’s Summer Arts Festival opens on June 17 with performances of Broadway musical ANNIE in Veteran’s Park Amphitheater, downtown Springfield.

Young Annie is a spunky Depression-era orphan, determined to find the parents who abandoned her years ago on the doorstep of a New York City Orphanage run by the cruel Miss Hannigan. Annie foils Miss Hannigan, befriends President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and finds a new family and home with billionaire Oliver Warbucks, his personal secretary Grace Farrell, and a mutt named Sandy. 

This family-friendly musical features a cast of over fifty performers from the Springfield/ Clark County community, including Ana Smith from Yellow Springs in the role of “Annie,” Mark Spencer from Cedarville as “Daddy Warbucks,” Lynne McPherson from West Jefferson as “Miss Hannigan,” and Cedarville’s Sarah Webb as “Grace Farrell.” Springfielders Gregory Willis and Beth Dixon appear as “Rooster and Lily,” and Enon’s Dennis Carter is featured as “F.D.R.” 

In the roles of the lovable orphans, fifteen area girls ages 7-14 were selected from an audition pool of 147 youngsters. Playing the orphans are Kallyn Buckenmyer, Carli Carey, Kyla Collins, Kassidy Driskill, Shania Fisher, Moraine Hay, Emma Hunt, Greta Kremer, Halley McClain, Sydney McClain, Mackenzie Moore, Haley Shore, Ava Sullivan, Taylor Thompson, and Mackenzie Wolcott. 

The musical, presented by Ohio Lyric Theatre and the Springfield Arts Council, features over 50 local and area performers. ANNIE is directed by Tim Rowe, with musical direction by Chris Moore and choreography by Laurie Robison Smith.

Performances of ANNIE are at 8:00 PM on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, June 17, 18, and 19, at Veteran’s Park Amphitheater, 250 Cliff Park Road, in downtown Springfield. All performances are admission-free. Patrons are asked to bring lawn chairs or blankets for seating; donations are accepted at intermission.

For more about this and other Summer Arts Festival events, visit springfieldartscouncil.org
The Ohio Arts Council helped fund this performance with state tax dollars to encourage economic growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans.
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